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abscesses in the wall of the uterus. Hysterectomy was performed, the 
cervical canal being cauterized and drainage employed. At autopsy it was 
found that suppurating phlebitis in the uterine and ovarian veins of the right 
side was present. 

Pinard concludes that hysterectomy is not indicated in the treatment ot 
puerperal septic infection. He excepts cases of suppurating fibroids or cases 
in which the placenta is adherent and cannot be removed, and cases in which 
the uterus has been ruptured during labor. 
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Gonorrhoeal Peritonitis.— Hunner and Harris ( Johns Hopkins Hospital 
Bulletin, 1902, No. 6) report seven cases of acute diffuse peritonitis of gonor¬ 
rhoeal origin, with two deaths after operation. They have collected thirty- 
nine cases, of which twenty-four were operated upon, with a mortality of 
20.8 per cent., the mortality without operation being 46.7 per cent. The 
mortality is especially high in children. 

Cancer of the Vagina due to Mechanical Irritant.— Maly (Zentralblatt 
fur Gyndkologie, 1903, No. 27) reports a case of extensive cancer of the 
vagina due to the long-continued pressure of a rubber ring pessary, and 
refers to six other similar cases mentioned in Veit’s monograph on Diseases 
of the Vagina. The disease developed at the point of greatest pressure; that 
is, in the posterior fornix or just behind the symphysis in the case of a 
Hodge pessary, and on the lateral walls when a ring was used. 

In the case reported an erosion first appeared, which healed when the ring 
was removed, and returned and became cancerous when the pessary was again 
worn. Uncleanliness seemed to be an etiological factor. In view of the rare 
occurrence of cancer of the vagina in patients wearing pessaries for a long 
time (in one instance nearly forty years) the writer infers that there must be 
but a slight predisposition to development of the disease from mechanical 
irritation. As regards the question of the origin of cancer from erosions, he 
offers the explanation that in the attempt at repair the formation of new 
tissue may become excessive, so as to destroy the equilibrium between epithe¬ 
lium and connective tissue. 

Retroversion and Appendicitis.— Neugebauer {Zentralblattfur Gynd¬ 
kologie, 1903, No. 27) reports five successful cases in which appendectomy and 
Alexander’s operation were performed simultaneously. In all the diagnosis 
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of appendicitis was made before operation. After shortening the round 
ligaments the incision on therightside was extended upward to the appendical 
region. The writer opposes a median incision in these cases on account of 
the difficulty of reaching and removing the appendix when situated behind 
the csecum or buried in adhesions, and also the necessity of making an addi¬ 
tional lateral incision for the purpose of drainage. It is assumed that the 
uterus and adnexa are perfectly movable. 

Sarcoma of the Uterus with Extensive Thrombosis.— Hennicke 
(Zentralblatt fur Gyndkologie, 1903, No. 27) reports the case of a multipara, 
aged fifty-seven years, who entered the hospital with a large nodular uterus 
and a hard, irregular tumor filling Douglas’ pouch. On opening the abdo¬ 
men an intraligamentary growth was found, which corresponded in situation 
to the ovarian vein and could be traced upward as a thick cord in the direc¬ 
tion of the kidney. The uterus and tumor were removed, the patient making 
a good recovery and having no evidences of recurrence a year after operation. 
The uterine neoplasm proved to be a spindle-celled sarcoma which had 
extended into both the uterine and ovarian veins. It was evident that the 
disease had also involved the adventitia and grown toward the lumen. The 
case is regarded as unique. 

Treatment of Uterine Fibroid.— Kannegisser (Journ. Akusch. i Shensk. 
bolesnej; Zentralblatt fur Gyndkologie, 1903, No. 27) reports 462 operations 
for fibroid in Ott’s clinic up to January 1, 1902. The indications for opera¬ 
tion were profuse hemorrhage, rapid growth, pain and pressure symptoms, 
and inability to work. Conservative work was done in 14 per cent. 
Supravaginal amputation was performed 86 times with 15 deaths; 210 
vaginal operations were done with only 7 deaths ; total abdominal extirpation 
in 75 cases was followed by 6 deaths. The writer infers from these statistics 
that total extirpation with vaginal drainage is preferable to supravaginal am¬ 
putation except in cases in which it is necessary to shorten the operation on 
account of the weak condition of the patient. Abdominal section is to be 
elected only when it is impossible to remove the tumor per vaginam. 

Effect of Ligation of the Uterine Vessels.— Gussakow ( Journ. Akusch. i 
Shensk. bolesnej; Zentralblatt fur Gyndkologie, 1903, No. 27) draws these 
conclusions as the result of a series of experiments in rabbits: The uterus 
is normally nourished by the uterine arteries, and when these are ligated 
atrophy of both the endometrium and muscular tissue results. In the human 
subject double ligatures must be applied to both arteries on account of the 
free anastomoses between the vessels. It is also important to tie the arterial 
branches which extend outward from the uterine cornua and anastomose 
with branches of the ovarian. 

No especial skill is required in the operation, which is preferable to all 
other palliative measures in the treatment of uterine fibroid as well as in 
cases in which a radical operation is not practicable. 

Neuralgia due to Gonorrhoea. — Kalabin (Zentrablatt fur Gyndkologie, 
1903, No. 27) reports two cases of sciatica and intercostal neuralgia in 
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recently married women with acute gonorrhoeal infection. In both instances 
the nerve pains appeared two weeks after the beginning of the discharge and 
continued for a month. The writer infers a direct etiological relation be¬ 
tween the two conditions, possibly explained by irritation of the cerebral 
centre by gonococci. 

Lymphatics of the Ovary.— Polano ( Monatsschri/t. f. Geb. u. Gyn., Band 
xvii., Heft 4) conducted a series of experiments on dogs with the view' of 
determining if obstruction to the flow of lymph in the minute vessels follows 
ligation of the main trunks. Great care was taken to isolate the afferent 
and efferent lymphatics in the meso-ovarium, so as not to include the blood¬ 
vessels in the ligatures. Six human ovaries were also injected and studied. 
The writer’s conclusions are as follows: In the cortex the fine lymphatics 
are distributed around the periphery of the follicles, the tunica interna and 
granulosa containing none. In the corpora lutea and albicantia the lym¬ 
phatics are found only in tissue derived from the tunica externa. A net¬ 
work of lymphatics surrounds the younger, deep-seated follicles, but these 
are absent in the neighborhood of the ripe superficial ovisacs. No lymph 
vessels could be demonstrated in the albuginea, but they became larger 
toward the zona granulosa, where larger lacunae were seen, lined with endo¬ 
thelium. Nowhere could an intimate relation between the lymph and blood¬ 
vessels be detected. 

No additional light was obtained by the examination of ovaries from the 
newborn and aged. In general the lymphatics of the ovary presented 
throughout the same capillary arrangement. A direct communication be¬ 
tween these aud the connective tissue and interspaces could not be proved. 
Neither in the human ovary nor in those of animals could it be shown that 
the bloodvessels entered lymph spaces. The theory of perithelia in the ovary 
must therefore be abandoned. 
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The Relation and Treatment of Follicular Conjunctivitis and Tra¬ 
choma. — Alger, New York [MedicalRecord, January 24,1903), calls attention 
to the relation between these two diseases—a matter of renewed importance 
now that the Government is excluding immigrants suffering from contagious 
eye diseases, and children similarly afflicted are being excluded from the 
schools. 



